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the main body of those they governed, not in descent
only, but also in character, manners, and system.

Even the four elective Caliphs, Mohammed's im-
mediate successors, though themselves essentially Arab,
were yet too much cramped, 'Alee in particular, by
excessive zeal and righteousness overmuch, to be a
faithful expression of the real national type. Deeply
imbued though Arabs are, more so indeed than the
generality of men, with reverence for the eternal law
that, as one of our own poets has unconsciously ren-
dered an every-day Arab phrase, ' On every side our
being rings/ few people are less inclined than they to
multiply complicated observances, and to make of
religion and its ceremonies the staple of practical life.
Hence it came that Aboo-Bekr, 'Omar, 'Othman, and
'Alee, however congenial, the first three at any rate,
to the special phase of mind through which their
countrymen were then passing, which was in fact the
inflammatory or fever stage of Islamitic inoculation,
were yet even then, in common parlance, almost too
much for them: 'Alee was so decidedly. Indeed, before
the initial half-century was over, the Kharajee or free-
thinking reaction of avowed infidelity and license had
already set in; and the dagger of Ebn-Muljem did
but give effect to the general desire of freedom from
a yoke which for some years' past the Arabs had felt
and declared that neither they nor their children were
able to bear.

But in the splendid, jovial, adventure-loving, devil-
may-care sons of Omeyyah, c very heathens in the
carnal part/ however sad, good Mohammedans at heart
they may have been, and indeed unquestionably were,
the Arabs had not merely their own flesh and blood,
but, what was much more, their own heart and soul,
to reign over them; and it was accordingly during the